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Recent Actions Which Have 

Further Impacted Water 

Resources in Northeast Florida 



 

     
     

    
      
   

 

Action No. 1 

The St. Johns River Water Management District 
Issued a 20 Year Consumptive Use Permit To The 
Jacksonville Electric Authority (JEA) For Withdrawal 
Of Up To 155,000,000 Gallons Of Groundwater Per 
Day From The Floridian Aquifer. 



 

What We Think We Know About 

The JEA Permit 



  

 

   
    

     
 

Consolidated 27 separate permits 

The 27 permits, prior to consolidation, 
allowed for the withdrawal of 116 million 
gallons per day of groundwater. 



 
    

    
  

 
      
     

 
    

   
     

   
 

The consolidated permit apportions a 
maximum base allocation of 142 million 
gallons per day. 

The allocation increases to 155 million gallons 
per day in 2031 if certain conditions are met. 

If JEA exceeds reclaimed water standards 
established by the permit, groundwater 
allocation could increase up to 162.5 million 
gallons per day. 



 

What We Don’t Know About The 
JEA Permit 



 

     
  

  

 

   
    

 

Exactly what is the additional water 
capacity for? 

1. Customer consumption 

2. Industrial uses 

3. Enterprise creation (wholesale excess 
capacity to other users) 



     
     

       
      

   

 

    
   

      
 

 

Why the Suwannee River Water 
Management District did not speak against 
the permit when the SRWMD’s science was 
in contradiction with that of St. Johns 
Water Management District? 

What role, if any, did the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection 
perform related to the issuance of the 
permit? 



        
   

    

 

       
    

     
  

 

How does the JEA compare to other major 
public utilities in its reclamation efforts? 
Was JEA rewarded for being inefficient? 

As a major public utility, how do JEA’s rates 
compare and how much revenue is 
transferred annually to the City of 
Jacksonville’s General Fund? 



 

     
    

      
     

 

 

Action No. 2 

The St. Johns Water Management District and the 
Suwannee River Water Management District opposed 
proposed policies pertaining to water transfers in the 
Regional Policy Plan drafted by the North Central 
Florida Regional Planning Council. 



   

        
    

   
   

     
      

  

Regional Policy Plan 4.1.5 
“Discourage the transfer of water across water 
management district boundaries until the 
receiving jurisdiction has implemented all 
practical water supply alternatives and 
conservation measures, unless it is within a 
county which is located within two water 
management districts.” 



   

      
     

   
      
      

     
   

Regional Policy Plan 4.1.6 
“Discourage the transfer of groundwater and 
surface water across water management district 
boundaries, as provided for in Policy 4.1.5, where 
the current and projected water needs of the area 
from where the water is taken cannot be met, 
unless it is within a county which is located within 
two water management districts.” 



 

     
        

        
  

 

Action No. 3 

The St. Johns River Water Management District 
continues to ignore the size and scope of the problem; 
therefore, the problem not only continues but it does 
so exponentially. 
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EDITORIAL 

The big drain 
This evening local 

officials from the 
Suwannee River 
region are meeting 

in Lake City to determine 
if there is anything they 
can do to protect the 
region from the rapacious 
water dra ining policies 
of neighboring St. Johns 
Water Management 
District. We hope 
something comes of the 
gathering , because a united 
front will be crucial as 
Florida's water resources 
grow more scarce and 
more contested. 
The Orlando Sentinel 

reported this week that St. 
Johns district officials have 
been quietly meeting with 
other districts and Central 
Florida utilities "in an 
attempt to dole out the last 
drops of cheap. clean and 
highly coveted water from 
the giant Floridan Aquifer. 
"Experts fear the Floridan 

Aquifer is being pumped so 
aggressively that springs, 
wetlands and lakes are 
drying up," The Sentinel 

continued. "The ongoing 
talks are an effort to 
develop an orderly move 
toward new and more-
costly sources of water, 
such as the St. Johns River 
and even the Atlantic 
Ocean, while avoiding 
every-utility-for-itself 
competition ... " 
Brian Wheeler, executive 

director of Toho Water 
Authority, in Osceola 
County, told The Sentinel: 
"We've got one shot to get 
it right. If this fails, it will 
be a long time before we 
get everybody back to the 
table. We have the potential 
to create a lot of legal 
.fights." 

Officials meeting today 
in Lake City should take 
note: Water deals are 
being quietly negotiated 
that could make the St. 
Johns' current wasteful 
practices seem benign by 
comparison. 
It's time to bring the 

question of Florida's water 
security future out into the 
open. 



 

What Steps Have Been Taken To 

Address The Problem? 



 
 

   
   

 

   
   

Proposed Legislation 

HB 157 (Filed by the Honorable Elizabeth 
Porter, State Representative, District 2) 

SB 560 (Filed by the Honorable Charlie 
Dean, State Senator, District 3) 



  
    
     
       

    
    

 

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 
St. Johns River Water Management District and 
Suwannee River Water Management District have 
entered into an interlocal agreement for the purpose 
of promoting resource protection and equitable 
treatment of water users. 



  

     
 

 

     
  

 

   
        

  

 

Key Components of the Interlocal Agreement 

Development of a Joint Regional Groundwater Flow 
Model 

Develop consistencies in establishing minimum flows 
and levels (MFL’s) 

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
shall act as an arbitrator to resolve disputes between 
the Districts. 



 

What Additional Actions Are 

Available For Consideration? 



 

 

 

  

Legal 

Enhanced Science 

Public Information 

Other 



 

 

 
 

Review and Assessment of 

Legal Options 

Sidney F. Ansbacher, Attorney 



 

 

A Review of What We 

Think We Know 



 
     

    

  
   

       
 
       

   
        

  
     

   
 

1) The giant “sucking” sound we hear is the water 
beneath us traveling toward the east and 
northeast. 

2) The Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection and the Water Management Districts 
are either incapable or unwilling to address the 
problem. 

3) Decisions are continuing to be made that only 
enhance the problem. 

4) Limited steps have been taken to date to address 
the problem. 

5) An immediate legal remedy is not probable. 
Enhanced science and public information are
“musts”. 



 

        

 

   
      

    

 

  
 

Where do we go from here? 

1) Do not repeat the mistakes of prior efforts. 

2) Request interested governments to 
appoint a representative to a “working 
group” (makes the effort manageable) 

3) Be informed! 



 

  

Questions? 

Moderated by Mike McKee, Executive Director  of Media 

and Community Information, Florida Gateway College 


